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' Relationships with Inha'bitanta (’4 /
of Celestrial Bodles

Relationships with extraterrestrial men preaenta
no bascially new problem from the standpoint of international
law; but the pobsibility of confronting intelligent beings
that do not belong to the human race would bring up problems
whose solution it is diffioult to conoceive, .. _

In principle, there is no difficulty in accepting the
pcssibility of ooming to an understanding with them, and of
eatablishing all kinds of relationships. The diffioulty lies
in trying to establish the principles on which thase '
relationshipa ghould be basged, .

In the first place, it would be néeocessary to establish
communication with them through some language cr other, and
afterwards, as a first condition for all intelligence, that
they should have a psychology similar to that of men,

At any rate, international law should make place for
a new law on a 4Aifferent basia, and it might be ocalled “"Law
Among Planetary Peoples,® following the guidelines found in
the Pentateuoh. Obviously, the idea of revolutionizing .
international law to the point where it would bs capable of
coping with new situations would compel us to make a change
in its structure, a ohange so basio that it would no longer
be international law, that is to say, as it is conceived
today, but something altogether different, so that it oould
no lonxer bear the pame name.

If these intelligent beings were in possession of a
more or less culture, and a more or less perfect pelitical
organization, they would have an absolute right to be
recognized as independent and soverign peoples, we would
have to oome to an agreement with them to establish the
legal regulations upon which futurs relationships should be
based, and it would be neceasary to accept many of thair
principlea.

Finally, {f they should reject all peaceful - 3
cooparation and become an imminent threat to the earth we
would have the right to legitimate defense, but only 1naofar
as would be nsoesaary te annul this danger.

S8ERE

Another possibility may exist, that a speoies of homo
sapiens might have eetablished themselves as an indepandent
nation on another celestrial body in our solar system and
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possibility depenis on many oiroumstanoces, whoss oonﬂitlona-*i:':
oammot yet bs foressen. However, we osn make & study of the -
basis on whioh such a thing might have poourred. v;:-

In the first plaocs, living eonditions on these bodioa 3
lets say the moon,-or the planst Mars, would have to be suoh '’
as to permit a smtable, and to a certain extent, inmlependent .
1life rom arn soononio standpoint. Huch has been speoulated ;ﬁw
about the possibilities for 1ife existing outside of our -
A atmosphere and beyond, always hypothetiocally, and there ars
;. thoss who Eo po far ap to give formulas for the oreation of

an artifioial atmosphere on the moon, which undoubtsdly have

a ocertain scientifio foundation, amd which may one day oome
to light, Lete assume that magnesius silicates on the moon
may exist and oontain up to 13 per cent water, Using energy
and maohinee trought to the moon, perhaps from a space stabion,
the rooks oould be broken up, pulverized, and then baoked to
drive off the water of orystallization. Thie oould be ocollegted
and then dsoomposed into hydrogen and oxygen, ueing an electric
ourrent or the short wave radiation of the sun. The oxygen

pould be used for breathing purposes; the hydrogen nlght be
usod as a Tuel,

' In any case, if no axistence ie possidble on oelestrial.’
bodlan excapt for enterpriees for the exploraticn of their
natural riches, with a continuous interchange of ths men who .
work on them, unable to eptablish themselves there indefinitsly
andl bs able to live isolated iife, indspendence will nnvor

take place.

SRanw

Now we come to the problem of detarmininq what to
do if the inhabitants of olestrial bodles, or axtraterrostrill_,
biologioal entities {(EBE) desire to aottlekhero.

1, 1Ir thay are politically organized and possess a
gertain oculture simllar to our own, they may be reoognited as
a independent psople. They could oonsider what degree of
dsvelopment would be regquired on sarth qu'colonisins

.}

2. If they consider our oculture tofdsveid of pnllbioal
unity, they would have the right to colonize. Of oourne, thil ..
ooloni:ation oannot be conducted on olassic lines,

© A superior form of oolonizing will have to be oonoaiveﬂ
that could be a kind of tutelage, possibly thr the taoclt .
approval of the United Nations. But would the United Nations

o le ally have the right of allouing such tnbalago over us 1n uuoh
ashion? ‘ e - , v A
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et (a) nbhoush the United llat..tonl n an "‘"*“;‘
el international organization, there is no doubt that it uonldEU

'"'nave mo right of tutelsge, sinse ita domain doas not extend
" bayend relatienships bstween its meabers. It would have the’ .
.- right td intervens enly if the relationships of a meamber i’
. natien ¥With a celastrial body affectasd another menter natlen o
. .with an sxtratsrrestrial people is bayomd the domain ef the B -~
. United Nations., But if these relatienships ontailed a .
. gonfliot with ansther msmber nntion, the United. Hntions unuld '1‘
have.the right to imtervens. N ST
{b) If the Unitaa Nations wers a aupra-nattonal i
erganixation, it would have competency to deal with all ’
problems related to sxtraterrestrial psoples., Of oourse,
aven though it is merely an internatioenal organication, it
oould have this competencs if its membor :tatoa Heuld bs
willing to recegnice it,

L2 L L

It is dirfiocult to prediot what the attitude of
intarnational law will be with regard to the ococupation by
calestrial pooples of certain locations on our planet, but
the only thing that can bs foreseen is that there wili
a profuunn ohange in traditional oonocepts. '

‘We'oannot exclude the possibility that a race of
sxtraterrstirial poopls more advenced technologioally and
soonomioally may take upon itself the right to occoupy:
another celestrial body. How, then, would this cocupation
come about? '

l. The 1ldea of exploltation by one celestrial
state would be rejsoted, they may think.it would be aﬁvilahle
to grant it to all others capable of reaching another
ocelestrial bedy. But thiz would be to maintain a. lituation
of privilege for these states, i

2, The division of a celeatrall body into zonss
and the distribution of them among other celestrial states.
Thie would present the problea of distribution. Morsover :
other caleatrial etates would be deprived of the posslbilitr"
of owning an area, or if they vere granted one it would -
involve compliocated oporations.

3. Indivisible co~soversignty, giving eaoh oaloctrlal
state the right to makes whatsver use iz mozt convenient te.:
its interestas, indepenidently ef the others., This would

oreate a situation of anarchy, . tho.abrongolt,onn would
win eut in .the ond. + 9

e By A moral’ -ntity? The most rosllble -aslution 1t
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- seem weuld bs this sne, submiti an agreeaent providing ror-thef
:aacerul abserbtion of a celestrial race{s) in such a manner -

. that sur sulturs would remain inteot with.guarantees that
their presence not be revealed, L s

L "
'

Aotually, we &o not believe it nesessary to go that

far. It weuld merely be a matter of internationalieing =~ .

- . oaleptrial peeples, and oreating an internatisnal treaty
: intsrunant.preionxing expleitation of all nations. .bslonging
.to0 the United Natiens, C . :
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Ocoupation by states hers en earth, whioh has lost
all interast for international law, since thare.wers no. moras

res nullius territories, 18 beginning to regain.all it=
importance .in ocosmio 1n€prnationu1 law, T

Osoupation oonsists in the appropriation by a state
ef .pes nullius. ' : -

Until the last century, ococupation was the noraal
neans of acquiring sovereignty over territories, when -
explorations made possible the digoevery of nsw ragions,
elthar unihabited or in an elementary state of oivilizatien.

The imperialist sxpansion of the statee came to an -
end with the end of regions oapable of being occupied, whioh
have naw been drained from tha earth and exist only in

interplanetary space, wherea the celestrial states present
new problems,

*hwEe

Res nul;;%s 15 something that belongs to nobody such
as the moon, In international law a celssatrial body is not

subject to the sovereignty of any state is conaidered res
milliue, If it oculd be established that a celestrisl body
within our solar system such a8 our moon wes, or is cooupied
by another oslestrial race, there could be no claim of %&g
mlliua by any state on earth (if that state should deoids

In the future to send explorers to lay olaim to it), It would

exlst ap res ocommunig, that is that all celestrial states
have the pame rights over it,
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And now to the final question of whether the presence
of celesirial astroplanses in our atmosphers is a direot
result of our testing atomic weapons? :

The presence of unidentified space craft flying in
our atmosphere (and possibly maintaining orbits about our
planst) is now, however, agg:pted]!!?br our military. ..
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On every question of wheather the United Stateu n111 “"?fik:

::ﬂaontinua taatinf of fisslon bombs and develop fusion davioan-ﬁ 2

{hydrogen bomb or reach an agreement to disarm and the-:
exnlunfon of waa)ona that ere too desstruotive, with the v
exoeption of chemical warferas, on which, by some .miraocle we
oannot explain, an o agreement has been reached, the
lamentations of philoscphers, the afferts of politicians, and
the conferences of diplomats have been doomed to failure and
have acocomplished nothing.,

The use of the atomic bomb combined with spao®
vehicles poses a threat on a eocale whioh makes it'absolutely
nsoessary to come to an agreement in this area. With the
appeoarance of unldentified space vehiglsz {opinions are
sharply divided as to thelr origin) over the gkies .ol BEuropse
and the Unlited 3tates has pustained an inersdical fsar, an
anxiety about security, that is driving the great. ypwora te
make an effort to find s solution te the threat, -

Military stratagista-rorsaee the uaa of spaon.craft
with nuoclear warheads as the ultimats weapon of war. Even
the deployment of artificial satellites for intelligenos
gathering and. target selsotion is not far off. The military

importance of space vehioles, satellites as well as rookets ‘”ff““i

ig indisputable, since they projact war from the horizontal
plana to the vertiocal plane in its fullest sense, Attaok ne
longer coneg from an exclusive direotion, nor from a -
determined oountry, but from the sky, wifn the praotioal
inposeibllity of detarnining who the aggreseor.is, how to
intercept the attaock, or how to sffect iamediate raprisals.
These »roblems are compounded further by idantifioatilon.

How doss the alr defenss radar operator 1dent1ry , Or mora
proolsely, olassify his target?

At present, we can breath a littls easier imowing
that slow moving bombers are the mode of delivery of atomie
bombs that can bs dstected by long-rangs early warning radasr,
But what do we.do in lets say ten years from now? W¥Whsn :
artificial satellites and misailes find their place in space,
wd must coneider the potential threat that unidentified
space oraft pose. One must oonsider the fact that
nia-l&%ntifioation of thess ppace oraft.for a intercontensntal
minsile in a re~entry phase of flight oould 10&1 to acoidental

.. nuclear war with herrible oonsequences.

Laptly, we anould consider the possibility that our
ataospheria tests of late could have 1n¥1uennod the arrival

- of oelestrial scrutiny, They oould have bsen.ourious or even

alarmed by such aotivity {(and rightly so, for the Rugsians
would make every effort to obssrve and record such .tests).

In conolusion, it is our professional opinion based nn

| nubnittad data that thls situation is oxtrouelr perlloua, and

'5-



' measures nust be taken to reetify a very serious prablel are’
.very apparent._ ' : _

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer

Directer of Advangesd Studios
Princeton. Hew Jersey '

f

/s/ |
Professor Albert Elnstein

-Princeton, New Jersey

. Mm alf and Mi~gha'l have read t'."s and I mu~t admi*@)thare .
1s some lugle. Bub I hara- thiuk tae Tresideat @iil\conslder
1t for the obvious reas~as- I understand Oprenheimer - :
app Tach >d Mar hall whit« thay attended cov Sy at :
] As I .udersterd 1t Maryhall rebw’’ed the idea
of Oppenhe,1nr Ciscaring this with the ?raafdeﬂt. I +elied -
to Gordon, and he 25mmed, ' :
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